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Super Cut Scissors

One blade has a super fine 
serration and the other a  
razor edge

These scissors must be  
maintained and sharpened 
correctly or they can be easily 
damaged beyond repair 

Helping you care for your instruments, as you do your patients

www.surgicalholdings.co.uk

Key: Things to visually check Things to physically test General information

Scissors

Ensure scissors have 
a smooth action

Check the scissors 
cut correctly using 
a test material 
recommended by 
your manufacturer

Some scissors may 
appear to be looser 
but set is correct 
depending on scissor 
type; so check with 
manufacturer if unsure

Check for cracks or 
damage around the 
screw areas

Look for damage 
or rust along the 
blades

Check blades of 
Mayo, Metzenbaum 
and McIndoe 
scissors are smooth 
and not damaged

Tungsten Carbide Scissors

Dissecting & Tissue Forceps

Try to learn the 
common ones as there 
are slight differences 
i.e. Gillies has teeth 
with horizontal hand 
grips whilst McIndoe 
has serrated jaws and 
longitudinal grips

Check for cracking around the 
rivet area. Ensure forceps do 
not ‘cross over’

Often very delicate teeth that must 
mesh (check this) and ensure these 
are correct vs the tray list 

Very delicate and can be 
damaged by heavier items

1-2 teeth 3-4 teeth

Serrated jaw

Due to the nature of their 
use, Thoracic Retractors can 
tarnish or present rust easily. 
These retractors can be fully 
refurbished and passivated by 
Surgical Holdings.

Beware of the use of Saline 
during surgery. This can 
be very damaging to any 
instrument if not immediately 
rinsed after surgery. Saline is 
highly corrosive. The image 
shows damage to the passive 
surface of an instrument.

RustingStaining

It’s important to know the difference for the 
intended use of each scissor:

2 Gold Bows
Tungsten carbide insert or 
padding for a scissor

1 Black and 1 Gold Bow 
Supercut tungsten carbide

2 Black Bows
Supercut edge

1 Black Bow (left ring) 
Left-handed instrument

Guide for Gold and Black Bows Forcep Jaw Types

Atraumatic jaws will be mainly found in delicate surgery areas such as 
vascular and cardiothoracic. 

The design is such, that the surface area gripped is reduced, ensuring less 
trauma without the loss of grip. Atraumatic jaws are available as straight 
or curved.

The traditional serrated jaw is generally more robust and used on forceps 
where the areas are not as delicate. 

Traditional Serrated Jaw

Atraumatic Jaw

Pre-cleaning spray 
may be useful to 
ensure they stay moist

Check surfaces

instrument damage and 
tarnishing causes rust

Be aware of

on instruments

as potential ‘hot zones’ for 
surface damage and 
corrosion due to damage 
to passive surface

Ensure instruments 
are washed asap 
and checked for 
damage

Use suitable instrument 
pins or stringers 
to organise trays

Use a suitably sized 
DIN Basketfor staining 

or early 
corrosion, 
particularly if 
devices are in 
contact with saline

95% of these instruments are 
manufactured from stainless steel 
(predominantly iron)

do not overload or shadow 
trays as instruments won’t 
wash correctly

Pre-cleaning spray 
may be useful to 
ensure they stay moist

Check surfaces

instrument damage and 
tarnishing causes rust

Be aware of

on instruments

as potential ‘hot zones’ for 
surface damage and 
corrosion due to damage 
to passive surface

Ensure instruments 
are washed asap 
and checked for 
damage

Use suitable instrument 
pins or stringers 
to organise trays

Use a suitably sized 
DIN Basketfor staining 

or early 
corrosion, 
particularly if 
devices are in 
contact with saline

95% of these instruments are 
manufactured from stainless steel 
(predominantly iron)

do not overload or shadow 
trays as instruments won’t 
wash correctlyQ
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Lock ratchet/rack and drop onto  
a soft surface from 30cm to  
prevent jumping off of the rack

�Check ratchet 
(or rack) mesh 
correctly

Check box joint area  
for cracks or corrosion

Check artery forcep serrated  
jaws are not damaged  
or burred

Serrated jaw

Rigid Endoscope

The scopes are manufactured 
from glass so are very fragile 
and easily damaged

Hold light post up to light  
and check that the light  
travels through the fibres - 
repair is required if not: 
• �If light post appears  

orange or yellow, send  
for repair or checking

• �If there is blurring through  
the scope this requires 
checking

Ensure scopes fit 
correctly with sheaths 
and light leads

Check correct adaptors 
are on the light leads 

Check the distal end of the 
scope for damage and sharp 
ends due to either shaver 
damage or diathermy

Look out for shaver damage 
particularly on Arthroscopes

Check lead on set connects 
correctly with the forcep and 
safety test on suitable device

�Connect bipolar or  
monopolar forcep to suitable 
test machine checking the 
insulation thoroughly

Don’t use abrasive 
wire brushes  
to clean - they  
damage insulation

Bipolar and Monopolar Forceps

Check tips are clean  
with no Eschar

Ensure tips are not 
scratched or damaged

Monopolar Electrosurgery

Bipolar Electrosurgery

OR PRO 300

Current flows through the instrument, then the patient’s tissue 
and returns to the generator via the instrument.

Current flows through the instrument, then the patient’s tissue 
and returns to the generator via the electrode.

OR PRO 300

ELECTRODE

MOST 
COMMON 

AND 
VERSATILE

✔

✔
USED FOR 

MORE DELICATE 
PROCEDURES, 
CONSIDERED 

SAFER

WE ALL HAVE AN

TO REFURBISH
OUR MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS

ETHICAL DUTY

Based in
the City of 
Southend

Clamps

Check rack works correctly 
– check with manufacturer 
if unsure of the correct ‘set’ 
of the device

The jaw serrations should not contain 
any burrs and should perfectly mesh

Ensure shanks are 
straight and aligned

Most have atraumatic jaws 
and are are used in delicate 
operations

These clamps are prone 
to staining or rusting so 
be extra vigilant

Check box joints for damage 
and cracking

Check inside box joints for 
corrosion and cleanliness

Atraumatic jaw

Needle Holder with Tungsten Carbide Inserts

Coarse 0.65mm Fine 0.4mmStandard 0.5mm Micro 0.2-0.3mm Smooth

Each needle holder jaw is designed for a specific needle: Check the Tungsten 
carbide inserts are  
not worn

Gold bows indicate 
Tungsten carbide jaws

�Ensure the jaws do 
not overheat during 
repair - this causes 
damage to the 
needle holder 

Lock ratchet/rack and  
drop onto a soft surface  
from 30cm to prevent 
jumping off of the rack

Check box joint for  
cracks or damage
�Ensure box joint is not 
stained or rusted inside

Check jaws are ‘seated correctly’  
and there are no obvious gaps  
under the insert

Look out for 2 black bows which 
designates ‘super cut edge’

Black bows are only generally  
a plating so may scratch

Super Cut blades

These scissors must be sharpened 
carefully as overheating can cause 
inserts to crack

The two gold bows indicate the 
presence of Tungsten carbide -  
this is brazed into the jaw  
ensuring scissors are more  
durable and harder

Check that there is no cracking 
around this brazing and visually 
spot the faint line of the tungsten 
carbide along the scissor jaw

Ensure instrument shanks  
are straight and aligned

Proud to be a family-run British company

Promoting education; sharing knowledge  
and offering training opportunities

Artery Forceps


